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September 20, 2020: Morning Prayer  

Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
WORSHIP SCHEDULE 9/20; 9/27 AND 10/4 

Our Sunday schedule with an additional opportunity to safely gather for worship is 
temporary, weather dependent and planned for 9/20; 9/27 and 10/4. Services will 
be confirmed in the Sunday morning email.  

 
SACRED GROUND 
Sacred Ground is a film- and readings-based dialogue series on race, grounded in 
faith. Sacred Ground is part of The Episcopal Church’s long-term commitment to 
racial healing, reconciliation, and justice in our personal lives, our ministries, and 
our society. Email Arianne if you are interested in starting this series in September! 

 
ACTC DONATIONS 
The Assistance Center of Towson Churches is in need of donations as they continue 
to serve our community. To learn more and to donate, please visit the ACTC 
website—http://actconline.info/  
 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR PLEDGE 
Mailing address: 1401 Carrollton Ave. Towson, MD 21204 
Phone # to call for questions: 410-823-0122 Ext 103 
Give online at www.church.goodshepherdruxton.org  

VISIT YOU TUBE CHANNEL 
You can find music, sermons, past services, and more on our YouTube channel—
visit https://bit.ly/35i8hXr 

http://actconline.info/
http://www.church.goodshepherdruxton.org
https://bit.ly/35i8hXr
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OPENING HYMN #9                               Not here for high and holy things 

Officiant  God is Spirit, and those who worship must worship in spirit  
  and in truth. John 4:24  
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The Priest says, 

Let us confess our sins to God. 

God of all mercy, we confess that we 
have sinned against you, opposing 
your will in our lives. We have 
denied your goodness in each other, 
in ourselves, and in the world you 
have created. We repent of the sin 
that enslaves us, the sin we have 
done, and the sin done on our 
behalf. Forgive, restore, and 

strengthen us through our Savior 
Jesus Christ, that we may abide in 
your love and serve only your will. 
Amen. 

The Officiant says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, 
forgive you all your sins through the 
grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you 
in all goodness, and by the power of 
the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 
life. Amen. 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

THE INVITORY AND PSALTAR 
Officiant  Lord, open our lips. 

   And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God: as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 

Come, let us sing to the Lord; let us 
shout for joy to the Rock of our 
salvation.  

Let us come before God’s presence 
with thanksgiving and raise to the 
Lord a shout with psalms.  

For you are a great God; you are great 
above all gods.  

In your hand are the caverns of the 
earth, and the heights of the hills are 
yours also.  

The sea is yours, for you made it, and 

your hands have molded the dry land.  

Come, let us bow down and bend the 
knee, and kneel before the Lord our 
Maker.  

For you are our God, and we are the 
people of your pasture and the sheep 
of your hand.  

Oh, that today we would hearken to 
your voice!  

 

VENITE 
Sung 
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PSALM 145:1-8  
Read together  

1. I will exalt you, O God my King, and 
bless your Name for ever and ever. 

2. Every day will I bless you and 
praise your Name for ever and ever. 

3. Great is the Lord and greatly to be 
praised; there is no end to his 
greatness. 

4. One generation shall praise your 
works to another and shall declare 
your power. 

5. I will ponder the glorious splendor 
of your majesty and all your 
marvelous works. 

6. They shall speak of the might of 
your wondrous acts, and I will tell 
of your greatness. 

7. They shall publish the 
remembrance of your great 
goodness; they shall sing of your 
righteous deeds. 

8. The Lord is gracious and full of 
compassion, slow to anger and of 
great kindness. 

Praise to the holy and undivided 
Trinity, one God: as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be for 
ever. Amen.  

MUSICAL OFFERING                                                                                 A Simple Song 
By Leonard Bernstein 

Soprano Faith Okkema-Borucke 
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Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is 
like a landowner who went out early in 
the morning to hire laborers for his 
vineyard. After agreeing with the 
laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent 
them into his vineyard. When he went 
out about nine o’clock, he saw others 
standing idle in the marketplace; and he 
said to them, ‘You also go into the 
vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is 
right.’ So they went. When he went out 
again about noon and about three 
o’clock, he did the same. And about five 
o’clock he went out and found others 
standing around; and he said to them, 
‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 
They said to him, ‘Because no one has 
hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go 
into the vineyard.’ When evening came, 
the owner of the vineyard said to his 
manager, ‘Call the laborers and give 
them their pay, beginning with the last 
and then going to the first.’ When those 
hired about five o’clock came, each of 

them received the usual daily wage. Now 
when the first came, they thought they 
would receive more; but each of them 
also received the usual daily wage. And 
when they received it, they grumbled 
against the landowner, saying, ‘These 
last worked only one hour, and you have 
made them equal to us who have borne 
the burden of the day and the scorching 
heat.’ But he replied to one of them, 
‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did 
you not agree with me for the usual daily 
wage? Take what belongs to you and go; 
I choose to give to this last the same as I 
give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I 
choose with what belongs to me? Or are 
you envious because I am generous?’ So 
the last will be first, and the first will be 
last.”  
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s 
people. 
Thanks be to God. 

THE LESSON                             Matthew 20:1-16 
A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew.  

HOMILY 
The Rev. Arianne Rice 
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I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, 
our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. 
He will come again to judge the living 
and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

THE APOSTLE’S CREED 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

THE PRAYERS 
Help us, O God our Savior; Deliver us and 
forgive us our sins.  

Look upon your congregation; Give to 
your people the blessing of peace.  

Declare your glory among the nations; 
And your wonders among all peoples.  

Do not let the oppressed be shamed and 
turned away; Never forget the lives of 
your poor.  

Continue your loving-kindness to those 
who know you; And your favor to those 
who are true of heart.  

Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the 
morning; So shall we rejoice and be glad 
all the days of our life.  

We pray for all those in the path of 
wildfires on the West Coast and those 
impacted by the hurricane in the South; 
for emergency responders and 
healthcare workers; our refuge and 
strength in times of trouble. 

We give thanks for healthcare workers in 
our parish Amy, Karen, Kate, Jimmy, 
Marge, Candace, Emily, and Josh, and 
those we name silently or aloud.  

We ask that you keep the whole Church, 
living and departed, especially those we 
name silently or aloud (pause) in the joy 
of eternal life. Amen.  

The Officiant concludes with a collect. 
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THE PEACE 
Officiant  The peace of Christ be with you. 
People      And also with you.  

COLLECT OF THE DAY: SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  

Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things 
heavenly; and even now, while we are placed among things that are passing 
away, to hold fast to those that shall endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen.  

A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM   
Prayed together  

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make 
our common supplication to you; and you  have promised through your well
-beloved Son that when two  or three are gathered together in his Name you 
will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as 
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in 
the age to come life everlasting. Amen.  

BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 

The priest concludes with a blessing. 

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can 
ask or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, 
and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen.  Ephesians 3:20,21  

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

Thanks be to God.  
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CLOSING HYMN #523                                     Glorious things of thee are spoken 
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TODAY’S WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS 
 
Production: Wim Cassard, Kate Knott 
Officiant:  The Rev. Arianne Rice 
Reader:  Bill Nesbitt 
Piano:  Jane Miller 
Organist:  Jane Miller 
Altar/Flowers: Fran Duffy, Christie Root, Mary Snead 
 
PARISH PRAYERS FOR THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 20, 2020 
 
Needs and Concerns 
Audrey Hoitsma, Brooke Gorman, Rosemary Berry, Janice Darrell, Cathy 
McNally, Ann Gray, Steven Hornberger, Paulette Bowser, George Oakjones, 
Frances Brown, Alexander "AJ" Orendorff, Elizabeth Gallagher, Alyssa 
Brown, Gemma Frost, Van Gardner, Roy Parsons. 
 
We pray for all those in the path of wildfires on the West Coast and those 
impacted by the hurricane in the South; for emergency responders and 
healthcare workers. 
 
Thanksgivings 
For those celebrating birthdays: Quinn Higinbothom, Bob Tomlinson, Joyce 
Griffith, Charles Hill, Paul Minch, Donna Reid, William Adams, Jai Owings, 
Becky Slater. 
 
To have yourself or a loved one included in the Parish Prayer List, please contact a 
member of the clergy.  

1401 Carrollton Avenue 

Towson, MD 21204 

410-823-0122 

www.church.goodshepherdruxton.org 


